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IX. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science Intuitive Sociologists: 

Representing Social Relations and Social Categories 
25-28 May 2017, Dubrovnik, Croatia 

Situated on the pearl of the Adriatic, the 9th annual meeting of the Dubrovnik Cognitive Science 

Conference in May this year was a satisfying blend of scientific research and Mediterranean shores. 

This year’s theme was social categories. Speakers and students presented work tackling it from the 

fields cognitive science, developmental psychology, anthropology and philosophy. An array of topics were 

covered; from group preference in infants to social dominance to the cognitive representation of social 
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categories. This created an environment in which 

interdisciplinary discussions during question sessions and 

coffee breaks could easily take place. The talks were well-

ordered and the speakers made an effort to connect their 

talks with findings and ideas from the other speakers. 

Several of the speakers referenced Alan Fiske’s theory on 

the four forms of social relationships. As he spoke first, the 

talks then became a connected web of questions and 

methods, giving a first-year PhD student like me a much clearer picture of the field.  

The format of the conference was rather small and therefore cozy. Each attendee could easily meet 

every other attendee, which meant that there was a very comfortable atmosphere by day two. The small size 

also meant more opportunities for personalized feedback on your work. In fact, several professors stopped 

by my poster and gave me constructive criticism and advice. The value of this cannot be overstated. 

Moreover, the speakers were also very accessible - they came with us to dinners and out for drinks.  

For my next point, I have three words: location, 

location location! This old real estate adage works for 

conferences too. The location of the conference is in a 

beautiful building just steps from the sea. It is also only a 5 

minute walk to the medieval walled city of Dubrovnik. There 

is no shortage of beautiful things to see in the area, my 

particular favorite being the pristinely preserved island of 

Lokrum. 

As if there weren’t enough reasons to support DuCog, another reason, and perhaps the most 

important reason of all, is to support the conference organizers and students who work at Central European 

University in Budapest, Hungary. They did an incredible job organizing the conference in the midst of a political 

assault on the institution. Stand with CEU in the fight to protect academic freedom and come to DuCog next 

year! 

Caitlin Duncan, PhD Student 

Social Cognition Group, Berlin School of Mind and Brain 

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany 
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The IX Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science (DuCog), was held in Dubrovnik, Croatia on 25-

28 May 2017. Every year a particular theme is chosen for this conference, and experts from different fields 

are invited to give talks on this theme. This year’s program focused on Intuitive Sociology, bringing together 

a diverse array of excellent speakers from Evolutionary Psychology, Sociology and Developmental 

Psychology. Talks addressed fundamental questions, such as, why and how we parse our social landscape 

into groups, how we represent social relations within and across groups and how these tendencies affect our 

perception of and behavior (e.g., punishment) towards individuals.  

                    

The advantage of a conference around a particular theme is that one can receive a rich 

understanding of different perspectives (especially useful for more controversial topics). In addition to the 

invited talks, the program included three poster sessions, each involving roughly 20 posters. I found this 

format unique and refreshing in comparison to larger-scale conferences (containing hundreds of posters!), as 

it generated great visibility for each poster, allowing a presenter to explain their poster in more depth, and a 

visitor to attend all posters he/she is interested in learning about. More generally, the program had no parallel 

sessions, a feature that ensured attendees would not miss any session of interest, but also facilitated 

networking and a more meaningful exchange of ideas among researchers.  

Photos: Gergely Csibra, Laura Schlingloff 
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Finally, the conference venue was situated in a very convenient location, close to the Old Town and 

the beach. Coupled with an elaborate social program, it really allowed attendees to take advantage of what 

this attractive location had to offer, and spend time together in a more informal setting, providing a perfect 

blend of ‘business and pleasure’. This was the first time I attended this conference. I would highly recommend 

it! 

Maayan Stavans, Fulbright Postdoctoral Fellow 

Language and Cognitive Development lab 

Bar-Ilan University, Israel 

Maayan Stavans was awarded the Pléh Prize 2017 for the best poster at DuCog for her work “17-
month-old infants expect leaders to rectify transgressions among subordinates” with Renée Baillargeon. 

 

7th Joint Action Meeting – JAM VII 2017 
22-26 July 2017, London, UK 

 

This was my first time attending JAM. I am a roboticist working on human-robot interaction and I have 

always felt the lack of contribution of other disciplines like psychology in my research. So, I decided to attend 

JAM as a multidisciplinary meeting. It was a great opportunity for me. The programme was so rich and I was 

bombarded by new ideas and information from different areas of joint action. There were many interesting 

talks, just some examples are Bert Hodges’ talk on the evolution of cooperation in humans, Francesca 

Capozzi’s talk on social attention, or in the robot JAM talks: Maurice Lamb’s talk about joint action with non-

human co-actors.  

                         
Photos: Laura Schmitz, Cordula Vesper 

Poster sessions were so useful too. I found much interesting research being presented by posters 

and I could have a conversation with presenters with no time limit. I learnt a lot on the psychology side of the 
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joint action and got myself a long list of articles to read and many researchers to hopefully collaborate with 

in the future. No need to mention that the dinner and party were so fun too! I will indeed try to attend the 

next JAM!"  
Mohammad Mehdi Sobhani, Research Associate  

Bristol Robotics Laboratory 

UWE Bristol, UK 

 

 

Communication, reasoning, and social epistemology 

10-11 July 2017, Berlin, Germany 

This workshop aimed at analyzing the mechanisms of reasoning about socially transmitted 

information, and how these mechanisms can influence the formation of beliefs about the self and about others. 

This analysis was done against the backdrop of recent political events, in hope to understand how biases of 

reasoning could disrupt the objective interpretation of socially transmitted information. 

The topics of the workshop ranged from aspects of linguistic theory, analyzing how common words 

are ingrained with social biases at the semantic level, to the psychology of group identity, investigating how 

easy it is to manipulate group self-identification leading to the de-humanization of the “other”. 

This workshop provided an interesting forum to discuss psychological and philosophical issues that 

might be relevant to understand the political and social dynamics today. However, my general impression is 

that the field is in its infancy, not lending itself the same level of rigor of other fields within psychology. In 

particular, I found that avoiding falling into the trap of confirmation bias can be challenging in fields with social 

and political implications. Therefore, it is essential to keep on organizing these public, international and 

interdisciplinary events for the field to grow more disciplined and rigorous. As I am sure it will. 

Maurício Martins, Post Doc 

Berlin School of Mind and Brain 

Humboldt Universität zu Berlin, Germany  
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Aegina Summer School 2017 
25 June -1 July 2017, Aegina, Greece 

Each year, researchers working on various aspects of social cognition gather on the beautiful and 

serene island Aegina, located an hour off the coast of Athens, to explore new ideas and connect with one 

another. Jointly organized by the University of London and the Berlin School of Mind and Brain, this year’s 

Aegina Summer School was held on June 25th to July 1st and titled “The Social Brain: embodiment and 

culture”. Focusing on early-career researchers, the organizers helped to advance research skills by offering 

workshops related to clinical, computational, affective, and conceptual issues, and discussing aspects of 

successful career development. 

         
Photos: Manos Tsakiris 

Roughly 60 attendees and speakers joined the summer school and their scientific heterogeneity 

allowed to gain insight into diverse methods and gave space for stimulating discussions and a deeper 

understanding of the topic. Attendees were asked to give speed talks to introduce their posters. These were 

consequently presented on a beautiful terrace overlooking the sea, adding to the relaxed and open 

atmosphere. Several characteristics of this summer school enhanced the networking experience. Sharing the 

same hotel and participating in social events such as exploring the port and surrounding areas gave ample 

opportunities to interact with the fellow participants, speakers, and organizers. Breaks between talks were 

oftentimes used to have a quick and refreshing dip in the sea, which was located directly in front of the hotel. 

Breakfast, lunch, and some dinners were included and could again be used to reconnect and explore new 

ideas. Altogether, the Aegina Summer School was scientifically stimulating while offering a welcoming and 

informal atmosphere. 

Suska Nolte, PhD Student 

School of Psychology & Neuroscience 

University of St Andrews, UK 

 

Summer School Report 
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8th Budapest Visual Learning Conference 

Budapest, Hungary (26-28 April 2018) 

Abstract submission deadline: 15 August 2017 

http://www.vll.bme.hu/en/8th-visual-learning-
conference/ 

ICCSCL 2018: 20th International Conference on 
Cognitive Science, Consciousness and Linguistics 

Berlin, Germany (21-22 May 2018) 

Abstract submission deadline: 18 August 2017 

https://www.waset.org/conference/2018/05/berlin/ICCS
CL/home 

Understanding Social Cognition – Trends in 
Interdisciplinary Studies – 3rd Avant Conference 2017 

Lublin, Poland (20-22 October 2017) 

Abstract submission deadline: 31 August 2017 

http://avant.edu.pl/trends3/index.html 

Cognitive Rethinking of Beauty: Uniting the 
Philosophy and Cognitive Studies of Aesthetic 

Perception 

Trnava, Slovakia (7 November 2017) 

Paper submission deadline: 31 August 2017 

https://philevents.org/event/show/29970 

 

 

ESLP 2017 – 10th Annual Embodied and Situated 
Language Processing Conference 

Moscow, Russia (10-12 Sept 2017) 

Registration deadline: 1 Sept 2017 

https://www.hse.ru/cdm-centre/eslp/ 

Evolang 2018 

Torun, Poland (16-19 April 2018) 

Abstract submission deadline: 1 Sept 2017 

http://evolang.cles.umk.pl 

BCCCD 2018 

Budapest, Hungary (4-6 January 2018) 

Symposia submission deadline: 1 Sept 2017 

Paper submission deadline: 11 Sept 2017 

Poster submission deadline: 9 October 2017 

http://www.bcccd.org/welcome.htm 

MeeTo: from moving bodies to interactive minds 

Turin, Italy (25-27 May 2018) 

Abstract submission deadline: 10 Feb 2018 

http://www.intobrain.it/en/meeto-2018/
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